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Nestled between the Ochlockonee and Aucilla Rivers and the historic main street town of Thomasville, 
Georgia, and Florida’s state capital and vibrant university town of Tallahassee, the region’s gently rolling 
red clay hills are ablaze with wildflowers and native grasses, covered with evergreen pine forests and 
hardwood hammocks, all teeming with wildlife. Enjoying a bike ride along one of the 300 miles of red clay 
roads in the Red Hills, you’d never suspect that beneath lies an underground reservoir of fresh drinking 
water that serves tens of millions of Florida, Georgia, and Alabama residents.

Today’s Red Hills is shaped by events dating back to the decades following the Civil War when the Atlantic 
and Gulf Railroad brought wealthy Northerners to Thomasville to enjoy the temperate winter weather, 
luxurious hotels, and Southern hospitality. Many found the climate to their liking, plentiful cheap land, 
and most important – an abundance of wild quail. The demand for high quality wild quail lands turned 
the Red Hills into the nation’s most desired quail hunting destination. 

A hundred and fifty years later, the natural communities of the Red Hills remain remarkably unchanged. 
Private forestlands and other natural areas have endured, even thrived, when so many others have 
vanished. Now home to over 135 quail hunting properties, the greater Red Hills spans over 436,000 acres, 
with more than half held as contiguous quail hunting lands. As of July 2018, approximately 170,000 acres 
of ecologically rich hunting lands in the Red Hills were permanently protected through conservation 
easements and other measures. 

While the ecological value of the Red Hills is widely known, the economic impact of Red Hills quail 
hunting has only recently been documented. Working collaboratively with the Center for Economic 
Forecasting and Analysis at Florida State University, Tall Timbers has completed its second analysis 
of the economic impact of Red Hills quail hunting lands. The table below provides a snapshot of key 
findings from this new year-long study. The pages that follow offer insight into the vital role quail hunting 
continues to play in the health of local economies and businesses in the Red Hills.

The Red Hills region of southwest 
Georgia and north Florida is one of 

America’s most distinctive landscapes.

RED HILLS QUAIL LANDS ECONOMIC & EMPLOYMENT IMPACTS 

Total economic impact $194.1 million

Total labor income $83.9 million

Quail landowner charitable giving in the Red Hills $11.5 million

Total jobs (Direct, indirect, and induced) 1,725

     Direct jobs  1,014

     Indirect and induced jobs  711

Overnight visitor stays on hunting properties 7,873

Estimated number of quail hunters flying into Thomasville Regional Airport 
from November 2017 through February 2018 6,700

Estimated proportion of passenger traffic at Thomasville Regional Airport 
from November 2017 to February 2018 related to quail hunting 95%

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

BACKGROUND & SUMMARY OF RESULTS





3TALL TIMBERS  RESEARCH  STATION  &  LAND  CONSERVANCY

      Throughout 2018, Tall Timbers worked with the  
            Center for Economic Forecasting and Analysis  
               (CEFA) at Florida State University to complete  
         this update of our 2012 economic impact analysis of  
            Red Hills quail hunting lands. The purpose of this  
               project is: to understand the economic contribution  
          to local and regional economies made by recreational quail  
        hunting properties in the Red Hills region; to educate the  
                   public and policymakers about the significant economic and  
               employment contributions of the working rural lands of the Red  
              Hills; and to inform important policy discussions affecting these  
          lands and the communities in which they are located. 

              Tall Timbers staff worked with CEFA, financial and accounting 
professionals, and landowners and land managers to develop a detailed survey to gather important data. 
The Red Hills Recreational Hunting Lands Survey was designed to determine the full range of operating, 
maintenance, and capital improvement expenditures, investments, and employment associated with Red 
Hills working rural lands, as well as discretionary spending and charitable giving by the owners of Red 
Hills quail properties. Tall Timbers obtained data for the year 2017 and results are presented in 2018 
dollars, adjusted for inflation.

Tall Timbers sent the survey to the owners of 136 Red Hills quail hunting properties totaling 
approximately 407,000 acres. We received responses from the owners of over 306,000 acres of quail 
lands. Thomas County (28 percent), Jefferson County (26 percent), and Leon County (24 percent) had the 
greatest proportion of acreage reported in the survey.

Red Hills Economic Impact Analysis: 
Why and How?

ACRES SURVEYED BY COUNTY

Brooks 41,558 13.6%

Gadsden 5,339 1.7%

Grady 17,795 5.8%

Jefferson 79,771 26.0%

Leon 73,194 23.9%

Thomas 87,448 28.5%

Other 1,278 0.42%

TOTAL 306,383 100.0%

GRADY THOMAS BROOKS

LEON JEFFERSONGADSDEN
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Economic impact – According to CEFA, the total economic impact generated by Red Hills quail lands 
was $194.1 million in 2017. This includes direct economic impact from operating, capital improvement, 
and discretionary spending associated with Red Hills quail lands.  It also includes indirect and induced 
economic impact. An example of direct economic impact is a Red Hills hunting property owner 
purchasing a tractor from a local dealer. Indirect economic impact results when the landowner or 
manager purchases gas or parts or pays for maintenance for the tractor. Induced economic impact is when 
employees at the tractor dealership and the gas station or repair shop spend a portion of their earnings for 
rent, groceries or an evening out. An example of the interconnected web of local commerce associated with 
a large Red Hills quail hunting property is shown on page 7.  

The total economic impact of Red Hills quail lands in 2017 reflects an increase of 32 percent from Tall 
Timbers’ 2012 study of these working lands. The increase is likely due to several factors, including the 
overall strength of the U.S. economy, higher consumer confidence compared to five years earlier, when the 
nation was emerging from the Great Recession, and the slightly larger size of the Red Hills survey area 
compared to our previous analysis.

Employment and Income – Red Hills quail lands create or support 1,725 jobs, an increase of 21.6 
percent compared to Tall Timbers’ 2012 study. This includes slightly more than 1,000 direct jobs 
associated with and dependent upon quail properties. Direct jobs include land managers, assistant 
managers, tractor and equipment drivers, hunting dog handlers, hunting scouts, maintenance personnel, 
and administrative support working on Red Hills hunting properties plus a portion of employees at 
companies directly doing business with Red Hills hunting land owners. An additional 700 jobs are 
indirectly related to the economic impact created by Red Hills working lands. These include jobs within 

Red Hills Regional Results

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

RED HILLS REGION QUAIL LANDS ECONOMIC & 
EMPLOYMENT IMPACTS 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Total economic impact $147.1 million $194.1 million

Total labor income $51.2 million $83.9 million

Charitable giving in the Red Hills <$10 million $11.5 million

Total jobs (Direct, indirect, and induced) 1,419 1,725

     Direct jobs 987 1,014

     Indirect and induced jobs 432 711

Overnight visitor stays on hunting properties 9,761 7,873

Estimated number of quail hunters flying into Thomasville 
Regional Airport from November 2017 through February 2018 NA 6,700

Estimated proportion of passenger traffic at Thomasville 
Regional Airport from November 2017 to February 2018 related 
to quail hunting

NA 95%
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the region that supply goods and services to Red Hills hunting lands [SEE PAGE 7]. According to CEFA, 
the total labor income generated by these 1,725 jobs is an estimated $83.9 million. This reflects an 
increase of more than 63 percent since 2012. 

Visitor impact – For well over a century, the Red Hills region 
has been a destination for visitors from around the country, and 
in 2017, Red Hills hunting properties hosted more than 7,800 
overnight visitor stays. Nearly all of these visits occurred in the 
cooler months of January through May and October through 
December, during the hunting seasons for quail, dove, deer, and 
turkey. Another approach to learning about visitation to the Red 
Hills is analyzing local air traffic. Based on analysis of air traffic 
data and interviews with airport management, nearly 1,700 flights 
arrived in Thomasville during quail hunting season (November 
2017 through February 2018) carrying an estimated 6,700 
passengers. Airport officials estimate that 95 percent of air traffic 
during these months is related to Red Hills quail hunting. 

Visitors who travel to the Red Hills to partake in hunting are indispensable to local economies 
throughout the region. In addition, traveling hunters who frequent nearby commercial hunting properties 
and who are not accounted for in this analysis also keep cash registers ringing throughout the region. 
Anecdotal information from local business owners indicates that these visitors generously support Red 
Hills local economies. 

Charitable giving – Overall, the charitable giving documented in the Red Hills Recreational Hunting 
Land Survey was nearly $11.5 million in 2017. Dozens of local charities benefit, including Boys and Girls 
Clubs, after school programs and YMCAs; Thomas University and many local schools; Archbold Hospital, 
health clinics, and hospice; the Community Foundations of North Florida and South Georgia; churches 
of all faiths and denominations; animal welfare charities; Habitat for Humanity; veterans’ programs; and 
many others. While significant, this figure likely understates local charitable contributions, as a number 
of survey respondents stated they reported only their individual charitable contributions, not family or 
foundation contributions in the Red Hills. Nonprofit organizations in all Red Hills counties nevertheless 
benefited greatly from charitable contributions. 

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT BY COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY % OF TOTAL

Brooks $21.8 million $21.2 million 10.9%

Gadsden NA $5.9 million 3.0%

Grady $5.4 million $9.0 million 4.6%

Jefferson $24.3 million $22.5 million 11.6%

Leon $20.2 million $42.3 million 21.8%

Thomas $67.8 million $92.5 million 47.7%

Other $7.6 million $0.7 million 0.4%

TOTAL $147.1 MILLION $194.1 MILLION 100%

Thomasville Airport Manager 
Robert Petty.
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TALLTIMBERS.ORG

$194.1 MILLION 
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF RED HILLS 

QUAIL LANDS IN 2017

NUMBER OF TRACTORS AND OTHER HEAVY 
MACHINERY LOCALLY PURCHASED/LEASED 

AND SERVICED

$118.2 MILLION
DIRECT LOCAL INVESTMENT IN 
LAND MANAGEMENT GOODS 
& SERVICES, CONSTRUCTION 

ACTIVITIES, HEAVY EQUIPMENT, 
VEHICLES, MAINTENANCE, 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES, 

HOSPITALITY, AND STAFFING

1,725 JOBS
INCLUDING > 1,000 DIRECT JOBS IN 2017

NUMBER OF WORK TRUCKS AND ATVS 
LOCALLY PURCHASED AND SERVICED

95
PERCENT OF FLIGHTS INTO 
THOMASVILLE REGIONAL 

AIRPORT RELATED TO QUAIL 
HUNTING, FROM NOVEMBER 

THROUGH FEBRUARY 

$83.9 MILLION
LABOR INCOME GENERATED IN 2017 

NUMBER OF HUNTING DOGS, HORSES, 
AND MULES REQUIRING VETERINARY AND 

FARRIER CARE ON RED HILLS 
QUAIL LANDS

$11.5 MILLION
GIVING TO LOCAL CHARITIES IN 
2017 BY RED HILLS QUAIL LAND 

OWNERS

$0.88
FOR EVERY $1.00 INVESTED IN 
A RED HILLS QUAIL HUNTING 
PROPERTY, AN ADDITIONAL 

$0.88 IS GENERATED IN OTHER 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

RED HILLS QUAIL HUNTING LANDS 

CREATE JOBS & SUPPORT 
LOCAL BUSINESSES

371 >2,500>525

32% INCREASE SINCE 2012 21.6% INCREASE SINCE 2012 63% INCREASE SINCE 2012



8 TALL TIMBERS  RESEARCH  STATION  &  LAND  CONSERVANCY

RED HILLS FACT                            THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF HUNTING LANDS IN THOMAS COUNTY INCREASED BY 36.4% BETWEEN 2012 AND 2018.

Jessica Little, co-owner of Sweet Grass Cheese Shop.
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If there is a heart to the Red Hills 
region, it lies in Thomasville. This 
community – with its vibrant 
downtown, historic neighborhoods 
lined with stately Victorian homes, 
and rich history – is intertwined with 
century-old hunting properties that 

help support local restaurants, shops, and community 
facilities not ordinarily found in a community this size. 

Red Hills hunting properties play a vital role in the 
county’s economy with an estimated $92.5 million 
in economic impact, $41.2 million in labor income, 
and 777 total jobs. Not only do dozens of Thomas 
County local businesses benefit from the county’s 
quail lands, owners and managers of properties 
well outside of Thomas County frequently shop 
here as well. In fact, nearly 48 cents of every dollar 
spent in the Red Hills quail economy finds its way 
to Thomas County. 

SHOPPING LOCAL  
in Thomas County

Among the many local businesses that benefit 
from quail hunting properties throughout the Red 
Hills are Thomasville Animal Hospital, Clanton-
Malphus-Hodges Veterinary Hospital, Ag-Pro of 
Thomasville, Golden Brothers Feed and Seed, 
Tractor Supply Company, Plantation Propane, 
Bennett’s Cash and Carry Farm Supply, Rose City 
Electric, Harden’s Taxidermy, Spence Chevrolet, 
Liam’s, Jonah’s, and Sweet Grass Cheese Shop.

Founded in 2000 by Al and Desiree Wehner, Sweet 
Grass Dairy (SGD) cheeses were an immediate hit. 
To help with the rapid growth of the brand, the 
Wehners gave their daughter Jessica and son-in-law 
Jeremy Little the opportunity to join the family 
farm. The Littles purchased SGD in 2005 and 
now sell their award winning cheese in nearly 40 
states. SGD combines their passions for sustainable 
agriculture, local farming, and humanely raised 
animals. Its success continues to grow, and 
the Littles began planning a move to a larger 
production facility in late 2018. Their retail store 
in Thomasville, Sweet Grass Cheese Shop, reflects 
their other passions – food, wine, travel, and 
community – and perfectly captures the distinctive 
Red Hills sense of place.

THOMAS COUNTY, GEORGIA

777 
JOBS

COMMUNITY FOCUS

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

RED HILLS FACT                            THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF HUNTING LANDS IN THOMAS COUNTY INCREASED BY 36.4% BETWEEN 2012 AND 2018.

THOMAS COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Local economic impact of working rural lands in Thomas County $67.8 million $92.5 million

Total labor income $23.6 million $41.2 million

Employment 654 777

Overnight visitor stays NA 2,416
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RED HILLS FACT                            SIGNIFICANT SPENDING BY THE REGION’S QUAIL LANDOWNERS AND INVESTMENT BY LEON COUNTY QUAIL  
              LANDOWNERS IN THEIR OWN PROPERTIES HAVE RAISED ECONOMIC IMPACT IN LEON COUNTY FROM QUAIL  
              HUNTING MORE THAN 100% SINCE 2012. 

Dr. George W. Simmons with a handful of his many patients.
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               Against the backdrop of the  
                 largely rural Red Hills region,  
                   Leon County stands out as a  
              vibrant urban community with a  
          population approaching 300,000.  
          Home to Florida’s State Capital,  
           Florida State and Florida A & M 
Universities, a community college, the National High 
Magnetic Field Laboratory, and vibrant entertainment and 
shopping districts, Leon County also includes a portion of the 
Red Hills region, adding its distinctive rural landscape.

In a county heavily dependent on government 
and universities, Red Hills hunting properties 
provide unique diversification in this largely urban 
community. Red Hills quail lands in Leon County 
generated $42.3 million in local economic impact 
in 2017, with nearly 300 direct and indirect jobs and 
an estimated $18.2 million in labor income. Also 
important, these working rural lands pay more in 
ad valorem taxes than they require in costly services 
while adding value by recharging drinking water 
and protecting water quality, wildlife and rural 
character.

SHOPPING LOCAL  
in Leon County

Based on the results of the Red Hills Recreational 
Hunting Lands Survey, it’s clear that landowners 
and managers from throughout the Red Hills region 
spend a portion of their budget in Florida’s capital 
county. In fact, 22 cents of every dollar accounted for 
in this study finds its way to Leon County. 

One of many local businesses serving the greater  
Red Hills is the North Florida Animal Hospital.  
Dr. George W. Simmons and his staff provide 
veterinary care to approximately 35 Red Hills 
hunting properties and over a thousand highly 
trained hunting dogs, hounds, and retrievers across 
six Red Hills counties. With roots dating back to 
1951, NFAH has expanded significantly in size and 
scope of practice under the ownership and guidance 
of Dr. Simmons, who purchased the practice in 
1988. From a staff of four, NFAH has grown to 
over 70 employees, including 10 veterinarians, 
that provide a range of services from routine 
examinations to advanced orthopedic, oncology, 
and endoscopy care. Dr. Simmons and his staff play 
an indispensable role in keeping Red Hills working 
dogs on the hunt!

LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA

298 
JOBS

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

COMMUNITY FOCUS

LEON COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Local economic impact of working rural lands in Leon County $20.3 million $42.3 million

Total labor income $7.0 million $18.2 million

Employment 195 298

Overnight visitor stays NA 2,245

RED HILLS FACT                            SIGNIFICANT SPENDING BY THE REGION’S QUAIL LANDOWNERS AND INVESTMENT BY LEON COUNTY QUAIL  
              LANDOWNERS IN THEIR OWN PROPERTIES HAVE RAISED ECONOMIC IMPACT IN LEON COUNTY FROM QUAIL  
              HUNTING MORE THAN 100% SINCE 2012. 
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RED HILLS FACT                            COLLECTIVELY, RED HILLS HUNTING PROPERTIES ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST PRIVATE EMPLOYERS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY.

Forester Mitch McElroy (foreground) and Chace Wheeler (background) at a Red Hills timber cut.
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     Jefferson County, Florida, with its  
   rolling hills, lush forests, black water  
            and spring fed rivers, and abundant  
           farmland, is a scenic gem and an outdoor  
        recreation lover’s paradise. The county has  
      four designated Heritage Roads that are  
                ideal for bicyclists or drivers in search of scenic  
             and historic landscapes. Canoeists and kayakers  
         visit Jefferson County to explore not one but two 
Outstanding Florida Waters – the black water Aucilla 
River and the clear spring-fed Wacissa River. Hunters ply 
the Aucilla Wildlife Management Area as well as leased 
hunting lands in other parts of the county. 

An important 
component of 
Jefferson County’s 
economy is the 
collection of Red Hills 
quail hunting lands in 
northern and central 
Jefferson County. 
Collectively, Red Hills 
quail hunting lands 
created or supported 

an estimated 255 direct and indirect jobs and 
generated nearly $22.5 million in economic impact  
in 2017. These jobs resulted in labor income of over 
$8.3 million. 

SHOPPING LOCAL  
in Jefferson County

Forestry is a $25 billion economic driver in Florida 
and a major contributor to the economy of the Red 
Hills region and Jefferson County. Ninety percent 
or more of Red Hills quail hunting lands include 
planted pines as a component of their operation. 
For more than three decades, Mitch McElroy, 
owner of Private Forester, Inc., has worked with 
many of the largest quail hunting properties in the 
region. His company’s 11 employees provide a wide 
range of forestry and related services, including 
overseeing site preparation and timber harvesting 
operations, timber sales, managing forest health, 
conducting prescribed burns, guiding reforestation 
efforts, and helping owners and investors acquire 
and sell forestland. 

A number of other Jefferson County businesses also 
are called on regularly by Red Hills landowners and 
managers. Among these concerns with strong ties to 
Red Hills hunting lands are Waukeenah Fertilizer 
and Farm Supply, Joiner Pulpwood and Timber, 
Monticello Veterinary Care, Grubbs Petroleum, 
Gulf Coast Lumber and Supply, Tractor Supply 
Company, Sutton’s Machine Repair, Monticello 
Milling Feed Store, Jason’s Tires, Big Bend Tire, 
Jefferson Welding Shop, and Morris Petroleum. 

 255 
JOBS

COMMUNITY FOCUS

JEFFERSON COUNTY, FLORIDA

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

JEFFERSON COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Local economic impact of working rural lands in Jefferson County $24.3 million $22.5 million

Total labor income $8.5 million $8.3 million

Employment 235 255

Overnight visitor stays NA 1,179

RED HILLS FACT                            COLLECTIVELY, RED HILLS HUNTING PROPERTIES ARE ONE OF THE LARGEST PRIVATE EMPLOYERS IN JEFFERSON COUNTY.



14 TALL TIMBERS  RESEARCH  STATION  &  LAND  CONSERVANCY

RED HILLS FACT                              MANY OF THE MORE THAN 300 TRACTORS USED IN THE RED HILLS HAVE THEIR PROTECTIVE CAGES WELDED ON  
                BY THE SKILLED CRAFTSMEN AT GT METAL IN CAIRO.

Farriers Greg Gaston (foreground) and Jack Miller (background) shoe one of the nearly 600 horses on Red Hills hunting properties.
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           Grady County has a long, rich history as  
            a farming community. In fact, nearly  
                90 percent of its land area is in row crop  
  agriculture (cotton, peanuts, corn, and  
   tobacco), planted pine or naturally  
   forested areas, and Grady County  
   ranks in the top 20 percent of Georgia’s  
   159 counties in the value of  
    agricultural products sold.

 Notably, a number of county residents are employed 
at the large hunting properties located in the 
Ochlockonee River watershed in eastern Grady 
County. These properties produced an estimated 

$9.0 million in local 
economic impact 
in Grady County in 
2017, an increase of 
67 percent over 2012. 
Hunting properties in 
the Red Hills portion of 
Grady County created 
a total of 81 local direct 
and indirect jobs and 
generated total labor 
income of $4.2 million. 

SHOPPING LOCAL  
in Grady County

Red Hills landowners and managers support many 
local businesses in Grady County, including GT 
Metal, Graco Fertilizer, Southern States Co-op,  
Ag-Pro Cairo, Stone’s Home Center, Taylor 
Hydraulics, Thomas Welding Shop, Gainous Well 
Drilling, South Georgia Outdoors, Cairo Tire, 
Cairo Auto Supply, and Stallings Motors, among 
many others. 

Equine & Anvil Farrier Service has been in 
operation for over 40 years shoeing horses and 
mules throughout the Red Hills region, including 
at numerous properties in Grady County. Greg 
Gaston and his uncle, Jack Miller, who have been 
shoeing for 28 and 41 years, respectively, are the 
faces of Equine & Anvil Farrier Service. They 
provide a range of equine hoof care, including 
trimming and horseshoeing. Greg and Jack serve 
approximately half of the hunting properties in the 
Red Hills region, shoeing each horse every six to 
eight weeks. With nearly 600 horses and more than 
130 mules on Red Hills hunting properties, these 
hard working farriers stay busy year-round!

 81 
JOBS

COMMUNITY FOCUS

GRADY COUNTY, GEORGIA

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

GRADY COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Local economic impact of working rural lands in Grady County $5.4 million $9.0 million

Total labor income $1.9 million $4.2 million

Employment 52 81

Overnight visitor stays NA 401

RED HILLS FACT                              MANY OF THE MORE THAN 300 TRACTORS USED IN THE RED HILLS HAVE THEIR PROTECTIVE CAGES WELDED ON  
                BY THE SKILLED CRAFTSMEN AT GT METAL IN CAIRO.
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RED HILLS FACT                                AG-PRO, BASED IN DIXIE, HAS EXPERIENCED TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN THE FIVE YEARS SINCE OUR FIRST STUDY,  
                                EXPANDING FROM 25 LOCATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN US TO ITS CURRENT 57 STORES WITH 1,250 EMPLOYEES. 

Gordon Mooney with a tractor from Ag-Pro destined for a Red Hills hunting property.
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           Brooks County is a largely rural  
               community with an economy still  
    diversifying from its strong  

        agricultural roots.

 More than 60 percent of residents  
          commute outside the county to  

                      work, often spending their  
          wages away from their home 
community. For this reason, the estimated $21.2 
million in economic output and 213 direct and 
indirect jobs provided by Brooks County’s quail 
hunting properties play a vital role in the local 
economy. As a group, Red Hills quail hunting 
properties constitute one of the county’s largest 
private employers. These jobs generated an 
estimated $10.1 million in wages in Brooks County 
in 2017. 

SHOPPING LOCAL  
in Brooks County

Brooks County’s working rural lands support 
numerous local businesses, including Coastal 
Plains Farmers Co-op, Pavo Hardware & Feed, T & 
H Sales & Salvage, NAPA Auto Parts, Deep South 
Machine & Welding, Brooks County Feed & Seed, 
West End Milling Company, WW Farms, and Cass 
Burch Chevrolet. 

One of the largest companies in Brooks County 
with close ties to Red Hills working properties is 
Ag-Pro of Dixie, a leading supplier and servicer of 
tractors and other heavy equipment to hunting 
and agricultural properties throughout the region. 
Founded in 1958 in Boston, Georgia, Ag-Pro began 
as Boston Tractor Company. In 1978, the company 
relocated to Brooks County to be closer to large 
agricultural landowners. Following the acquisition 
of a number of tractor companies, Boston Tractor 
Company rebranded as Ag-Pro in 2012 and is now 
the largest John Deere dealership in North America. 
While Ag-Pro now serves many communities across 
the country, it remains an essential commercial 
resource for Red Hills quail landowners who own 
or lease an estimated 371 tractors and other pieces 
of heavy machinery. 

213 
JOBS

COMMUNITY FOCUS

BROOKS COUNTY, GEORGIA

Dollar amounts are reported in 2018 dollars, adjusted for inflation. 

BROOKS COUNTY 2012 STUDY 2018 STUDY

Local economic impact of working rural lands in Brooks County $21.8 million $21.2 million

Total labor income $7.6 million $10.1 million

Employment 210 213

Overnight visitor stays NA 1,463

RED HILLS FACT                                AG-PRO, BASED IN DIXIE, HAS EXPERIENCED TREMENDOUS GROWTH IN THE FIVE YEARS SINCE OUR FIRST STUDY,  
                                EXPANDING FROM 25 LOCATIONS IN THE SOUTHERN US TO ITS CURRENT 57 STORES WITH 1,250 EMPLOYEES. 



        Today, habitat fragmentation  
        with the loss of working rural  
          lands to costly sprawling  
            development constitutes the most  
         persistent threat to the Red Hills  
       region’s economic benefits, ecological  
     services, and distinctive sense of place. 
Numerous studies in recent years have documented 
the enormous fiscal costs associated with providing 
and maintaining the costly infrastructure and 
services needed to support sprawling patterns of 
growth. In fact, according to the American Society 
of Civil Engineers, the nation currently has a major 
infrastructure maintenance deficit of over $5 trillion, 
and this does not include local streets, sidewalks, 
curbs, and water and wastewater pipes.

Supporting quality compact growth in existing Red 
Hills communities and curtailing the incursion of 
residential and commercial development into rural 
areas is vital for protecting rural lands and open space. 
The benefits are clear: maximizing the efficient use  
of hard-earned taxpayer dollars, recharging and 
cleaning our drinking water, and providing critical 
wildlife habitat. 

A second major concern is protecting landowners’ 
ability to use prescribed fire – an absolute necessity 
for managing healthy forests in a land shaped by 
frequent, naturally occurring fires over thousands of 
years. The application of frequent prescribed fire is 
essential for ensuring ecosystem health and reducing 
catastrophic wildfires in our southern pine forests. 

THREATS TO RED 
HILLS REGION QUAIL 
HUNTING LANDS 



Frequent prescribed fire is essential for ensuring ecosystem health, preventing 
wildfire, and achieving land management goals in the Red Hills region.



CONCLUSION
The quail hunting lands of the Red Hills are a 
vital asset to the region’s local economies. These 
working lands generate more than $194 million 
in economic impact, create or support 1,725 local 
jobs, and produce nearly $84 million in wages.  
At the same time, these properties provide bountiful 
supplies of drinking water, protect the quality of our 
water supply, provide habitat for 33 state- and 15 
federally listed wildlife species. As they have done  
 

 
 
for over a century, they continue to sustain a 
distinctive sense of place cherished by lifelong Red 
Hills residents and newcomers alike. 

As this study confirms, Tall Timbers believes that 
working collaboratively with landowners, policy 
makers, and the business community is essential  
in order to sustain these vital economic and 
ecological benefits of the Red Hills region for 
generations to come.



FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Contact Tall Timbers 
13093 Henry Beadel Drive 
Tallahassee, Florida 32312 
850-893-4153, talltimbers.org. 

The mission of Tall Timbers is to foster exemplary  
land stewardship through research, conservation,  
and education. 
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